u6          TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
To insure freedom of passage, the Convention provided
for the demilitarization of both the European and the Asi-
atic shores of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles with the
exception of the right of Turkey to maintain a garrison
not exceeding 12,000 men, an arsenal and a naval base in
Constantinople and subject to Turkey's right to transport
her armed forces through the demilitarized zones.   The
islands in the Sea of Marmora and the Greek and Turkish
islands in the Aegean Sea, commanding the entrance to the
Straits (Samothrace, Lemnos, Imbros, Tenedos, and Rab-
bit Islands) were also demilitarized; Turkey and Greece,
when belligerent, would be entitled to remilitarize these
areas subject to the duty of notifying the signatories and
of restoring the status quo at the end of the war. The free-
dom of passage was to be insured and supervised by the
constitution of an International Straits Commission com-
posed of one representative of each of the signatory pow-
ers (the United States also being entitled to a seat upon
accession to the convention), under the permanent presi-
dency of Turkey and functioning under the auspices of
the League of Nations to which it was to make an annual
report.   To   counterbalance   the   "unjustifiable   danger"
which the demilitarization of the Straits and of the con-
tiguous zones might constitute to the military safety of
Turkey and to safeguard the freedom of the Straits, the
signatories, but particularly Great Britain, France, Italy and
Japan, acting jointly, agreed to meet any threat to the
freedom or security of the Straits by all the means that the
Council of the League may decide for that purpose. This
collective guarantee was declared to form an integral part
of the provisions relating to the demilitarization and to the
freedom of the Straits, without prejudice, however, to the